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Using the Internet to Study Your Bible

Getting Started - To begin, connect to your Internet Home page. This is the page that first comes up when you connect to the Internet. Mine is Yahoo. Then you will want to choose a website that offers a Bible search. In the Internet address space, type in the website you want to go to. Once you are taken to the main page, go up to “Favorites” on the tool bar at the top of your Internet page and click on that. It will show you a place to “add to favorites.” You can add each site to your “favorites” list so that you can return to these pages quickly. After I saved them, I made a special folder inside my favorites list so that I could keep them all together. 

A.  Bible Gateway, www.biblegateway.com is a great resource to use for looking up your scriptures because there are 20 English versions of the Bible, various foreign language Bibles listed here and very easy to use.

1. On the page that comes up when you type in the URL, you will see the quick search box. 

2. In the blank box, type in the scripture reference that you want to look up. 

3. Under that box there is another box with an arrow pointing down on the right side of the box. 

4. Click on the arrow and a list of all the available Bibles will appear. Put your curser over the one you want and click. The Bible you choose will appear in the box.

5. Then click on the “Search the Bible” box to the right. 

There is another way to use this page. 

1. Look on the left of the main page. There is a menu and in that menu, you will see “Available Versions.” 

2. If you click on that you will be taken to the page that lists all the available versions.

3. Scroll down to the version you want and put your curser over that version and click. You will be taken to that version. For example, I have chosen the New American Standard version.

4. Scroll down the page to the reference listings. You will see that the books of the Bible are listed on the left side and the chapters of each book to the right. 

5. Put your curser over the chapter you want to look up in the book of the Bible that you are looking up and click. The scripture reference will come up.

They also have a key word search.

1. On the beginning page underneath the scripture reference search, you will see the option “keyword search.” Click on the blue “keyword search.”

2. This will take you to the keyword search page. You will see an empty box where you can type in a word or phrase that you want to find. There is an option box under this box with an arrow on the right. Click on that arrow and choose whether you want to “match all words,” “match any words,” or “match exact phrase.” Put your curser over your choice and click.

3. Underneath this you have the Bible version selection. Click on the arrow at the right, choose the version you want, put your curser on it and click.

4. Under this are some options that you can change to suit you but the standard options are already in place unless you want to change the display. 

5. Scroll to the bottom and click on “search for word or phrase.” All the references will come up with the verse and the blue chapter for the option of reading the entire chapter in context.

You can also do a topical study by going back to the first page and clicking the option under the scripture reference search called “topical search.” And also note that each of these options can be found on the left of the home page in the menu.

They also have additional resources located in the menu on the left. When you click on this you will be taken to a page with the different resources listed which include audio Bibles, the Matthew Henry Commentary, several dictionaries, and some study tools. The study tools include Bible studies, classic commentaries by the famous men of the past, lexicons which are used by more advanced students of the word because this involves some knowledge of Greek and Hebrew, and a forum where you can talk with others about the Bible. This site also has weekly columns that you can have sent directly to you through email by subscribing to the ones you are interested in. I found these under “additional resources” “study tool” “lexicons”. 

On the left side of the lexicons page, you can scroll down to find “weekly columns.” 

By clicking on the one you are interested in, you will be taken to that column and if you want to subscribe and have it sent to your email, on the right you will see a grey box that says “subscribe.” You type in your email address in the box and click “go.” You will begin to receive the column in your email.

B. Precept Austin, www.preceptaustin.org is the largest site I have ever come across for the study of God’s word. This site is rich with all kinds of tools and helps for study.  You can use this site to look up verses, too. They have 22 versions of the Bible and you have the option of the Strong’s numbers included. When you type in the URL in the Internet address space, you will be taken to the home page. 

1.  On the left of the page is a menu.  Scroll down to “reference search” and click. You will be taken to the page where you can type in the reference you want to find. Use it the same way as you did the other one.

2.  Below the search for the reference you will find various other searches such as lexicons, A. T. Robertson’s notes and word pictures, some Bible dictionaries, commentaries, and sermons. This a large collection and you will have to just sit down in front of your screen and play with it by typing in references and words in the appropriate boxes to see how far you can go and how you will want to use these study helps personally.

3.  You will also find a map search with specific directions on how to use. Then at the bottom of the page there is a section called “OTHER RESOURCES TO ASSIST STUDY OF THE WORD OF GOD.” This is where you want to go if you need help on “how to” and “what,” etc.

All that was listed under “reference search.”

     On the main page, you can click on “Bible Page Potpourri. This will take you   to a page of links to other websites that can help you in your studies.

If you click on “Bible Maps and Pictures,” you are taken to a page with a list of maps that you can click on that will come up to aid you. Plan to spend a lot of time here. 

You will be amazed at the resources available at your fingertips. I cannot stress how valuable this site can be to you if you will just take the time to sit down and explore it.

C. Study Light, www.studylight.org is another place to find study helps. Once again, when the main page comes up you can find the menu on the left side of the page. One is called “resources.” 

You will see a list of all the resources. There are the same kinds of resources here, but you may find things here that you did not find at the other sites. This site also offers devotions that you can subscribe to and have them emailed to you daily such as My Utmost For His Highest and Spurgeon’s Morning and Evening.

By exploring the site, you will be able to determine what you want to use from this site. You can also join the site for free for more access. There is a history section here that when you click on it, you will see “B. C. Before Christ,” and by clicking on this, you will find the works of Josephus.

D. Another one of my favorite sites is Crosswalk, which is found at www.crosswalk.com and this site also has study tools.

1. At the top of the main page you will see a tab called “faith.” If you click on the faith tab, a menu will come up of study helps.

2. If you click on the first menu item called “study tools,” a page will come up with a box at the top to search the Bible.

3. Type in what you want to search for in the search box. (Noah, for example)

4. You have an arrow bar under this that give the options of where in the Bible you want to search. Click on the option of your choice.

5. There is also a box to choose which version of the Bible you want to use. Notice that you have the options of Strong’s versions which include the King James Version and the New American Standard Version. Click on a version.

6. There is also a box to check if you want the page to include study helps. Check the box. 

7. Now click the find button. You will see the results in the center column and the study helps to the right. You can click on each one to gather your information on Noah or whatever you are researching.

There are numerous study helps on the main page menu such as the Bible in a year, commentaries, sermon notes, history, etc.

If you go to the main page and click the next title called “devotionals,” in the faith tab, a menu list will appear with all the devotionals they offer. You can subscribe to these and have the sent directly to your email daily by clicking on one of the devotionals, scrolling down to the left and unchecking the ones you don’t want. Then typing in your email address in the box at the bottom of the list and clicking go or you can click on the “click here for a list of all our newsletters.” A page will come up with all the listings and you can click on the ones you want, then scroll to the bottom and click the submit button.

The next title is ministry articles. You can explore this to find interesting articles on current events and such. There is also an audio ministry so that you have the option of listening to noted speakers on various topics.

Under the tab called fun, you will find offerings that include sending free e-cards.

Each blue tab offers a variety of things under that subject. You can explore this site at your leisure as you are familiarizing yourself with these sites.

E.  Heartlight is a site akin to Crosswalk and can be found at www.heartlight.com. You can explore this site and find virtually the same kinds of things that you see at Crosswalk.

F.  Bible Tools, http://www.tgm.org/bible.htm is a fast place to find the reference, the Strong’s number and the Vine’s. 

 1.   In the reference search you will find a pull down box. Click on the arrow and find the chapter you want, click on it. The next box to the right is for the chapter you want and then the verse range. There is a box to check under this to get the Strong’s number.

2. After you get the number, hit the back button to go back to the reference page and scroll down until you find a blue box that says, “Enter Here the Strong’s Number.” Enter the number in the box to the right. Click the circle by Hebrew if the word came from the Old Testament or click Greek if the word came from the New Testament and then click the search button to the right of that. This will bring up information on the word you are researching.

3. Click the back button and scroll down on the reference page to the Vine’s Expository Dictionary. There you can type in the English word you are researching or the Greek word if you found it with the Strong’s number. Click either English or Greek and it will bring up the page with the Vine’s definition. Just scroll down and you will find everything about the word.

G. Bible.org is the site that Chuck has mentioned in a sermon recently. It is found at www.bible.org and contains the Net Bible. You will find the menu on the left side of the page.

1. Click on Net Bible. On the page that comes up, you can click on the first title “Net Bible with Frames.”

2. The next page that comes up will look like an Introduction page but if you will notice, the books of the Bible are listed on the left of the page.

3. Click on the book you want and the page that comes up will be the chapters in that book.

4. Click on the chapter you want and the page that comes up will be the chapter. You will notice footnote numbers by certain words.

5. By clicking on the first footnote number, the box at the bottom of the page will fill with footnotes that correspond with the numbers in the passage. 

This Net Bible also contains the Apocrypha which you can access by clicking on it at the top left about the book list. 

You can also find sermon illustrations on the menu at the left. Click on it and the page that comes up will have an alphabet. Click on the letter of the word you want to take a look at and a list will come up of all the words with a sermon illustration. Hopefully you will find the word you are looking for.

There are several dictionaries under study tools. There are also pastoral helps and discussion forums here.

H. One place, www.oneplace.com is a compilation of well known ministers, speakers, teachers, and writers such as Kay Arthur, Focus on the Family, Jack Hayford, A.W. Tozer, etc. In the center column at the top you will see a “search for box” and right under that you can click on “or browse complete list of ministers.” You will find the ministry listing with the minister’s name underneath it. Charles Stanley, Elizabeth George, Nancy DeMoss, just about anybody you could possible want to find is listed there.

1. Scroll down to Precepts for Life and click on it.

2. Kay Arthur’s broadcast will appear on the next page. 

3. There are three options for listening and you can choose the one you have on your computer. If you don’t have one of these there is a button place under the option to download the player of your choice.

4.  Once you have it downloaded onto your computer by following the directions that come up, you are ready to click and listen to the broadcast.

5. There is also the option of downloading the transcript which is usually in PDF form. You will need Adobe Reader on your computer in order to download it and if you don’t have it, you can download it by clicking on that option under the transcript download.

This is the same format for all the speakers. And on the main page at the top, you have the option of listening by topic or reading the text articles. Great site to find your favorite speakers.

I. If you are looking for maps you can quickly go to http://www.ebibleteacher.com/images.html and find both Old and New Testament maps along with various other maps. At the top of the page you will see a blue box that says “Quick Links to Images.” Click on what you are interested in. 

1.  For example, click on OT maps and a page will come up with a list of maps on the Old Testament. 

2.  Click on the map of your choice and a map will come up. The map that you want will appear and to the right of the map are the sizes that you view. The larger the number, the larger the map.


3.  Click on one of the sizes and a large map will appear.

4.  If you have the latest version of Internet Explorer, move your curser over the upper left corner and a box of options should appear which will also cause an orange square with blue arrows to appear in the bottom right corner.

5.  Move the curser to that orange square and click on it to enlarge the map even more. If you don’t have the latest version the map will come up at its largest size. 

6. You can save the map by either moving the curser back up to the top left corner of the map and clicking on the floppy disc icon or by right clicking on the map which will bring up your save to box.

J. Another great site is Answers in Genesis, www.answersingenesis.org for gathering facts and answers concerning the creation. We used this one in our Precept Bible study in Genesis Part 1 and 2. 

On this site, select your country in the center of the page and then to the left is the menu. You will find a selection called “Q and A topic index.” Click on that to access the topics. You will be amazed at what you find. Have you ever wondered if Adam had a belly button or how Cain got his wife? Use this site to find answers to questions that you have never had answered. This site also has additional resources available on the right of the main page.

K. Now I want to give you a site that is not a Bible Study helps site but will be of great value to you when you need it. The site is called Reference Desk and it is found at http://www.refdesk.com/ . You will find every kind of fact imaginable on this site along with news, current events, even do it yourself stuff and how stuff works. You have to check this site out.

L.  Another site of note is Encyclopedia Brittanica at http://www.britannica.com/ . At this site, you can type you the word you are looking for in the search box and click “go.” 

1.  Type in Noah, for example. Click go. 

2.  A page will come up with the results of the search. In this case Noah was the first in the list. Click on “Noah.”

3.  Information about Noah will come up.


There is a dictionary and thesaurus available with the encyclopedia search. Just click on the circle underneath the search box if you want the definition. It is possible to become a member of this site for a price but I am not a member so I can’t tell you how to join other than there is a free trial offer button at the top right of the main page. 

You can print the information you find out by selecting what you want to print and then clicking the print button on your computer. Make sure you click selection instead of all so that you don’t print more than you want. 

You can also copy and paste the information into a Word document. This is done by selecting the portion you want to copy and going up to the edit menu and clicking copy and then putting the curser in your document and going back to the edit menu in your document and clicking paste special. A box will appear with several selections. Click the one that says unformatted text if you just want the text and not pictures and such; or you can select the information you want and just hold the control key down and the “c” key at the same time. This will copy the information. Then go to your document and click where you want it pasted. You can either go up to the edit menu and do the unformatted thing or you can just hold the control key down again at the same time you hold the “v” key down.

(And just so you know, you can save your document by holding the control key and the “s” key down at the same time. You can select the whole text by placing the curser at the beginning of the page and holding the control key down at the same time as the “a” key. And you can get rid of info in your document by selecting what you want to get rid of and holding the control key and the “x” key at the same time. Holding the control key and the “z” key at the same time will make the information come right back if you accidentally get rid of something you didn’t intend to.)  

This ought to give you a good start for your studies. If you are really serious about studying with your computer, I would suggest that you think about purchasing some type of Bible software so that you have these things on your computer so that you can use them without the Internet when you don’t have access to the Internet – like here at Brookhaven. 

I have used PC Study Bible for years and I am partial to this one. I am sure that each person you talk to will have a favorite but this one was easy for me to figure out and use when I first started using the Internet. I need to upgrade but I am still able to get most of what I need from my software. And when all else fails, I go to my bookshelves for those things that I don’t have on my computer or cannot find on the Internet and this is only because I haven’t upgraded my software package.

Now remember, before you ever start searching commentaries, etc, you first want to familiarize yourself with the passage that you are going to study. Read it and re-read it, noting key words or phrases. Then decide what the theme of the book is and then what the theme of each chapter is. After you have done this, you will then want to begin your word studies using the tools that I have given you. You can find the word in the various dictionaries and also in the Strong’s and Vine’s. Then you will be able to better understand what the passage is trying to say. Only after you have done this do you go to the commentaries.

Always know what you believe in your own mind before you take a look at what someone else has to say about it. Don’t ever assume that they know more than you because you have the Holy Spirit as your teacher just like they do. And you will always find various views when you look at men’s musings and interpretations on any given subject. Let the Holy Spirit guide you into knowledge and understanding, not men.
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